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Impostors of Christianity VII
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.

Today I want to continue with the theme that there are some attributes of the Christian faith that are essential for real Christianity.  To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon the following for real Christianity:

1.) Jesus is and was God.  He did not become a god by living a “good” life.

2.) Jesus lived a perfect sinless life.  His sinlessness could then be put into the account of His chosen people.
3.) Jesus physically died on the cross and on that cross the sins of His chosen people were put into His account so that He specifically died for those sins.

4.) Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead as proof of the above.  The resulting double imputation (item 2 and 3) allows for my salvation from the wrath of God.

5.) We worship one God (Trinity concept).

6.) The Holy Spirit is a “He” and an equal part of the Trinity with the Father and the Son.

7.) We must insist upon the real gospel message as revealed in the Bible, which is our only source for the Word of God as revealed to His children.
8.) Beware of false apostles.

Now let’s continue with Paul’s writings in this study:

2Cor 11:26 “I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;”
Paul now warns of false brethren.  These people are those who are members of a visible church but not members of the invisible church.  These people can appear to be your best friend and may even be a member of your small group Bible study group.  They may even think that they are saved.  I have known of several such people in my life and they can be very harmful.  They usually seem to be people who want something out of the group interaction and these needs may be either psychological or physical.  We knew one couple who, we found out later, was just traveling around to various towns getting into churches to obtain funding.  We knew a few people who were psychological cripples who just fed off of the emotions of people in the church.  These people would lift up prayer requests and ask to be put on prayer lists but they really did not have the needs that they stated.  When I think of false brethren I quickly think about Job and his “friends”.  Their advice would have led Job to destruction but he turned to God.
Job 12:4 “I am a joke to my friends. The one who called on God, and He answered him; The just and blameless man is a joke.”

Job 16:20 “My friends are my scoffers; My eye weeps to God.”

Job 32:3 “And his anger burned against his three friends because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.”

God then told the three “friends” that they had spoken falsely to Job.

Job 42:7 “And it came about after the Lord had spoken these words to Job, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "My wrath is kindled against you and against your two friends, because you have not spoken of Me what is right as My servant Job has.”
In spite of their actions against Job, he showed his heart by praying for them.

Job 42:10 “And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends, and the Lord increased all that Job had twofold.”

When we are given bad advice by “friends” we must use the Word of God to judge their words and then pray for them rather than being angry against them.  
Gal 2:4 “But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.”

The Greek word used by Paul for false brethren clearly means that these people were not Christians but people who were pretending to be Christians.  Peter uses the same inference in one of his letters:

2Peter 2:1 “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

2Peter 2:2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;

2Peter 2:3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.”

Paul and Peter were very aware of the presence of traitors within the church and we must be careful also.  As I have been saying over and over again, we must know the truth so that we can easily recognize the false.  People pretending to be your Christian brothers and/or sisters can get close to you and slowly twist the Gospel so that you may be tempted to follow their message.  People who are very charismatic are especially dangerous as we may be flattered that they have an interest in us.  We must be very careful of our pride and always judge every statement given us by the Word of God.  The cults are very active in our country and they feed upon the needs of people as they promise an environment of love and trust but only really offer a dependence upon them that only ultimately brings only emptiness.  Only Jesus Christ offers the truth:
John 8:31 “Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;

John 8:32 and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Through Jesus Christ we are set free from bondage to sin and through a devotion to understanding of the Word of God we can use our discernment to recognize the false brethren who are seeking to bring us away from the truth and back into sin.  

Psalm 119:97 “O how I love Thy law! It is my meditation all the day.”

Psalm 119:113 “I hate those who are double-minded, But I love Thy law.”

Psalm 119:163 “I hate and despise falsehood, But I love Thy law.”

Psalm 119:165 “Those who love Thy law have great peace, And nothing causes them to stumble.”

